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The first international conference on the theory of linear spaces took place from 
May 19 to May 25, 1991 at the isle of Capri. This provided an ideal surrounding for 
intensive and creative work. The scientific organizers A. Beutelspacher (Giessen) 
F. Mazzocca, N. Melone and D. Olanda (Naples), G. Tallini (Rome) were most 
efficiently supported by P. Biondi, P. De Vito and P.M. Lo Re (Naples). The 
conference was attended by about 60 participants from Belgium, Canada, Germany, 
United Kingdom, Italy, Sweden and USA. 
Two features of this international conference deserve special mentioning. 
- It turned out that linear spaces are not only a beautiful theory in itself, but 
provide a toolkit between different parts of geometry and combinatorics, such as 
graph theory, Steiner systems, projective geometry, topological geometry and applica- 
tions. It proved extremely fruitful to have brought together experts from many parts of 
geometry and combinatorics. 
- Many new problems were posed and some old problems were renewed. Most of 
the papers in these proceedings contain problems, but there is also a separate 
collection of problems. 
To sum up, the conference showed that the theory of linear spaces is a firmly 
established mathematical discipline. On the same time, this conference motivated new 
questions and stimulated new research in the theory of linear spaces. 
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